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IT's because of sin. We cannot
exploin why sin exists. BuT we con
understand enough aboul how sin begoan
and how it will end 1o know That God

is JusT and loving in all His
dealings with sin.

Dadldly, if Gool really loves Z/§’

us, why does He let so many
bad Things happen
in The world?
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Our only definition of sin is found in the Word of God: “Sinis the transgression of the law,”
1 John 3:4. Before the entrance of evil there was peace and joy throughout the universe.
All was in perfect harmony with the Creator's will. Love for God was supreme.



Why is He honored above
me? | will elevate my Throne
above The stars of God! | will
be like The MosT High
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Little by little, Lucifer came to indulge a desire for self-exaltation. He became jealous
because Christ participated in all the heavenly meetings with God, while he was not
allowed to participate in their divine plans. The mighty angel questioned, “Why should
Christ have the supremacy? Why is He honored above Lucifer?”
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All heaven had rejoiced to reflect the Creator's glory and sing their praises to God! But
now, a conflict spoiled the unity of heaven. God had so much mercy on Lucifer, and
worked patiently with him. The heavenly councils pleaded with Lucifer:

Lucifer, we love
youl Please give
up your sinful
Thoughtsl

Please repent
We want 1o
forgive youl

Lucifer was not immediately lowered from his high position when he first expressed his
spirit of unhappiness, not even when he began to state his lies in front of the loyal angels.
He remained in heaven for a long time. Again and again he was offered forgiveness if he
would just feel sorry and give in. Only God’s infinite love and wisdom could have created

such efforts to convince him of his error.



Adam and Eve had been warned about this dangerous enemy. If Satan had revealed his
real character, they would have resisted him at once. So he worked in the dark, hiding his
purpose so that he could more effectively accomplish his goal.
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Using the alluring serpent as his medium, Satan asked Eve: “Did God say you should not
eat of every tree of the garden?” If Eve had avoided entering into an argument with the
serpent, she would have been safe; but she took a risk to negotiate with him and fell
victim to his tricks. In the same way, many people are still overcome. They doubt and
argue about the requirements of God; and instead of obeying the divine commands, they
accept human theories, which only disguise the deceptions of Satan.
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It was not so much because He appeared without worldly wealth, pomp, or grandeur that
the Jews were led to reject Jesus. They saw that He possessed power which would more
than compensate for the lack of these outward advantages. In the world's reception of
Jesus was a most striking display of the antagonism that exists between the spirit of Christ
and the spirit of Satan.
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The purity and holiness of Christ called forth against Him the hatred of the ungodly. His life
of self-denial and sinless devotion was a perpetual reproof to a proud, sensual people. It
was this that evoked hatred against the Son of God. Satan and evil angels joined with evil
men. All the energies of apostasy conspired against the Champion of truth.
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The hatred of the people who rejected His love, and at the last cried, “Crucify Him! Crucify
Him!”— aroused the shock and righteous anger of the unfallen universe. Satan’s pent-up
fires of envy and malice, hatred and revenge, burst open on Calvary against the Son of
God, while all heaven gazed on the scene in silent horror.
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In the atonement, the character of God is revealed. The mighty claim of the cross
demonstrates to the whole universe that the path of sin which Lucifer had chosen could in
no way be blamed on the government of God. In the Savior's expiring cry, “Itis finished,”
the death knell of Satan was rung. The great controversy which had been so long in
progress was then decided, and the final eradication of evil was made certain.
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Little by little, at first in stealth and silence, “The mystery of iniquity,” carried out its
deceptive and blasphemous work. Almost unnoticed, the customs of heathenism found
their way into the Christian church. Under paganism, Christians refused to compromise,
therefore they endured fierce persecutions. But as persecution ended, Christianity laid
aside the humble simplicity of Christ for the pomp and pride of pagan priests and rulers;
they replaced the requirements of God with human traditions.

| CONSTANTINE THE GREAT |

In the early part of the fourth century, the emperor Constantine converted to Christianity.
But this was simply because he wanted the title, it was not a true conversion of his heart.
This allowed the pagan world, hidden under a form of righteousness, to walk right in and
start controlling the church. Corruption grew rapidly, while pagan doctrines, ceremonies,
and superstitions were merged into the faith and worship of the professed followers

of Christ.
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The world had passed its midnight. In the 1300s in England, John Wycliffe, “The Morning
Star of the Reformation,” was to proclaim reforms for all Christendom. The great protest
against Rome which he was permitted to express was never to be silenced.
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Wycliffe did not purposely set out to resist Rome. But it was his dedication to Bible truths
that helped him to see through false teachings. The more clearly he saw the errors of the
papacy, the more seriously he taught the morals of the Bible.

o He saw that Rome had abandoned the word of God for human tradition.
« He fearlessly accused the priesthood of eliminating the Scriptures.

« He demanded that the Bible be restored to the people, and that its authority be
established in the church once again.
. Heshowed thatitis not reasonable, and it is contrary to the Bible, for the papacy to

assume authority over secular rulers.
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Because of Huss” work, knowledge of the Bible was spread in Bohemia and Germany.
Eventually, Huss was called to appear before the pope. Huss went to the meeting ready to
face prison and even death. When required to choose whether he would recant his
doctrines or suffer death, he accepted the martyr's fate. At the trial, they placed a paper
cap on his head painted with awful figures of demons and Huss exclaimed:

MosT joyfully will |
weoarr This crown of shame
for Your soke, O Jesus, wiho

did wear a crown of
Thorns for mel

After the bishops put the mocking robe and crown on Huss, they said, “Now we devote
your soul to the devil!” “And I,” said John Huss, lifting his eyes up toward heaven, “do
commit my spirit into Your hands, O Lord Jesus, for You have redeemed me.”
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One day while examining the books in the library of the university, Luther discovered a
Latin Bible. He had never known such a book existed. With reverence and wonder he
turned the sacred pages; with a quickened pulse and a throbbing heart he read for himself
the words of life, pausing now and then to exclaim:

'IA@/‘—

=7 Onnhhnll | wish Thoit Godl

T i
st
7 . - @]
= would give me such o E=F\
= book for myself! ,/,»_;;//;5
— e — Py \\
oom q ‘/ (\ \‘(‘ \\\\gt’/—
: mg! ] Q W
ol il
o -i‘ = ' @ 7 a o 0 o
— Ei' ) /' ( i e ﬁ_—\i

|

© oo olg) |
N\ |

Angels of heaven were by his side, and rays of light from the throne of God revealed the
treasures of truth to his understanding. He was always afraid of offending God, but now
the deep conviction of his condition as a sinner took a hold of him as never before.
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Luther led a very rigorous life, striving by fasting, vigils, and scourging, to overcome the
evils of his nature, from which the monastic life brought no release. At one point, the pope
promised an indulgence to everyone who climbed Pilate's staircase on his knees.
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Luther was climbing these steps one day, when suddenly a voice like thunder said to him:
“The just shall live by faith!” He jumped to his feet and ran away in shame and horror. His
eyes had been opened to the delusions of the papacy, and his heart was separated from
Rome. The separation grew wider, until he cut off all connection with the papal church.
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When the Savior pointed out to His followers the signs of His return, He foretold the state
of backsliding that would exist just prior to His second coming. There would be, as in the
days of Noah, the activity and stir of worldly business and pleasure seeking—buying,
selling, planting, building, marrying, and giving in marriage—with forgetfulness of God and
the future life.

For those living at this time, Christ's warning is: “Pay attention to yourselves, in case at any
time your hearts would be overloaded with extravagance, drunkenness, and cares of this life,
that Christ’s coming would take you by surprise.” “Therefore, all of you should watch and
pray always, that you may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to
pass, and to stand before the Son of man,” Luke 21:34, 36.
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People who possess talent and education are admired and honored, as if these qualities
could make up for their lack of respect for God. Talent and culture are gifts from God; but
when these take the place of faithfulness to God, and when these lead a person to tumn
away from God, instead of bringing them closer to God, then these great gifts become a
curse and a trap.

When Christians choose the culture of the ungodly and unbelieving, they expose
themselves to temptation. Satan conceals himself from view and stealthily draws his
deceptive covering over their eyes. They cannot see that such company is calculated to do
them harm; and while all the time assimilating to the world in character, words, and
actions, they are becoming more and more blinded.
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It is the first and highest duty of every rational person to learn the truth from the Bible, and
then to walk in the light and encourage others to follow his example. Day by day, we
should diligently study the Bible, weighing every thought and comparing scripture with
scripture. With divine help we are to form our opinions for ourselves as we are to answer
for ourselves before God.
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Exactlyl That's wihy he
started his rebellion against Godl And
even Though he was cast out of heaven,
he has continued his same
woar on the earth

From The very
beginning of The great
confroversy in heaven, it was
Saifon's goal fo overthrow
The law of God.

From the beginning, Satan wanted people to hate God’s law, so he perverted the
doctrines of the Bible. The result is that errors have become incorporated into the faith of
thousands who profess to believe in the Scriptures. The last great conflict between truth
and error is the final struggle of the long-standing controversy concerning the law of God.
We are now entering this last battle between the laws of men and the teachings of God,
between the religion of the Bible and the religion of fable and tradition.
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Right! If a person rejecTs
The whole law, or if They reject just
one of The 10 commandments, The result will
ulfimately be the same. The Bible says in James 210
That whoever breaks one law is guilty of
breoking all of The commandiments,

IT has always been
Safan's gooall To deceive

people, and lead Them To
break God's law!

The agencies which will unite against truth and righteousness in this battle are now actively
at work. God's holy word, which has been handed down to us at such a cost of suffering
and blood, is hardly valued. The Bible is within the reach of all, but there are few who really
accept it as the guide of life.
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Graves are opened, and “Many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake,
some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt,” Daniel 12:2. Al
who have died in the faith of the third angel's message come forth from the tomb glorified
to hear God's covenant of peace with those who have kept His law.
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Fire comes down from God out of heaven. The earth’s surface is broken up, it seems like
one molten mass—a vast, seething lake of fire. The wicked finally receive their
consequences on the earth. But while the earth is wrapped in the fire of destruction, the
righteous are abiding safely in the Holy City.

The full penalty for breaking God’s law has been paid; the demands of justice have been
met. The fire that consumes the wicked purifies the earth. Every trace of the curse of sinis
swept away. No eternally burning hell will keep reminding God’s redeemed ones about the
fearful consequences of sin.
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One reminder alone remains: Our Redeemer will always bear the marks of His crucifixion.
On His wounded head, on His side, His hands, and feet, are the only traces of the cruel
work that sin has created.
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The great controversy is ended. Sin and sinners are no more. The entire universe is clean.
One pulse of harmony and gladness beats through the vast creation. From Him who
created all, flow life and light and gladness, throughout the realms of unlimited space.
From the tiniest atom to the greatest world, all things, animate and inanimate, in their
brightened beauty and perfect joy, declare that COD IS LOVE.
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